SCHUYLER COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

Mill Creek Center 

106 S. Perry St. Suite 4

Watkins Glen, NY  14891
(607) 535-8140  Fax: 535-8157



October 21, 2009

Dear Parents/Guardians,
We are writing to update you about the H1N1 influenza (swine flu) outbreak and plans for immunization.  H1N1 continues to be present and causing illness across the country.  The illness continues to be relatively mild.  When the outbreak began last spring people aged six months through 24 years had the highest rates of illness. Children aged 0 through 4 years had the highest hospitalization rates.  The Centers for Disease Control has recommended that children aged 6 months through 24 years be a priority group for receiving the H1N1 vaccine.
We will be offering the H1N1 vaccine at your child’s school in Schuyler County.  Planning has been ongoing with the three school districts.  We realize there are a lot of questions and concerns about H1N1 and the vaccine.  Therefore we will be holding informational sessions in each school district to present the information, hear your concerns, and answer questions.  It is our intent to provide you with accurate information.  This should help you make an informed decision as to whether or not you would like your child/children to receive the vaccine.  You may attend any meeting that is convenient for you. The meetings will be held:
Monday November 2, 7:00-8:00 PM, Watkins Glen Central School, High School Cafeteria
Wednesday November 4, 7:00-8:00 PM, Bradford Central School, Library
Thursday November 5, 7:00-8:00 PM, Odessa-Montour Central School Auditorium

The vaccine will be given as a shot.  Enclosed please find the Vaccine Information Statement for this vaccine.  This will give you basic information about the vaccine, its actions and anticipated side effects.  
Also find a consent form for your child/children.  If you wish your child to receive the vaccine you need to complete a consent form for EACH child.  These should be returned to the school nurse in your child’s school.  The consent forms need to be returned to the school nurse by Friday November 6, 2009.  

The clinics will be scheduled when we have received enough vaccine.  You will be notified when they are scheduled.

The following websites and hotline are sources of information related to the H1N1 outbreak and the vaccine:

· Centers for Disease Control:  http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/ 
· NYS Department of Health:  http://www.health.state.ny.us/diseases/communicable/influenza/h1n1/ 

· NYS Department of Health H1N1 Flu Hotline: 1-800-808-1987 (available 24/7)
We look forward to seeing you at the information sessions.  
Sincerely,

Marcia Kasprzyk, Director Public Health
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